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1. The Chief of the Bulgarian Air Force is General Zakhars. Zehariev, a former
. Savlet officer and & Bulgarian immigrent to Russia. The officer cadre of Lhe

Aiy Foree has preatly changed and its persomnel could now be considered
entlrely in favor of the regime; former pilots were let out and deserving
Paxty mewbers given pilot training to take their places. Beginning in 1951
a certain mmber of old officers have been reesiled az instructors and Junior
staff officers. At the present time there are on active duty approximately
200 qualified pilots. The schools are undergoing heavy pressure to turn out
new qualified pilots. ’

2. The Alr Forecs currently has at its dispessl the following aircrafti:

a, 150 fighters ~ mainly Yak-type Soviet planes and some Germsn Messerschmidts.
b. 80 bombers -~ Soviet Stormovik and some German leinkels.
¢, 100 trainers « Both Bulgerian and Soviet types.

3. The following large airfields have all faecilities, including concrete runways,
varning service, and workshops: Boghurishte and Vrazhdebna in the Sofis area,
Plovdiv and Yembol, There are also large airfields in Verna, Gorna Oryakhovites
and Telish. These airficlds cen accomrodate ell types of planes ineluding
large bombers.

4. Throughout the country there are & number of smaller airfields, without all the
faeilities of those mentioned ebove: lhslovo (east of Sofia), Karlove (prosently
undergoing enlargement to become a najor eirfield for fighters), Graf Ignatievo,
Orizovo, Burgas, fliven, Kezanluk (undergoing rajor enlargement and repairs),
Ardino and Lurdzhali. There are also many emergeney airfields vhich have under-
gone slirht irmprovements Go mele them siore useful. During the swmer of 1950
a progren vas sterted for tle construction of new airfields in Nevrolop and

Ladomir.
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